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Student name: 

Assessment task 1: Preliminary Literature Review                                                                                                                            Weighting 30% 
  

Criteria  HD DN CR PP  

 In your preliminary literature review, you In your preliminary literature review, 
you 

In your preliminary literature 
review, you 

In your preliminary literature 
review, you 

 
1. Summarise and  

synthesise 
scholarly learning 
and teaching 

literature 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weighting 40%  

 

 astutely summarised the literature by:  effectively summarised the 
literature by: 

 summarised the literature by: 
 

 summarised the literature 
by: 

 concisely and clearly introducing the 
topic 

 explicitly justifying the scholarly 

significance of the topic 

 positioning the topic in current and 
historical contexts 

 convincingly justifying inclusions and 

exclusions  

 identifying and integrating seminal work 
(using primary source where practical) 

 defining key terminology and 
discussing any ambiguities in 
terminology 

 distinguishing between key and 
tangential content  

 predominantly and succinctly 
paraphrasing 

 judiciously selecting and integrating 

quotations 

 concisely and clearly introducing 
the topic 

 explaining the scholarly significance 

of the topic 

 describing current and historical 
contexts 

 outlining inclusions and exclusions 

(i.e. what you have and haven’t 
included) 

 identifying and integrating seminal 
work 

 defining key terminology and 
determining any ambiguities in 
terminology 

 locating and collating relevant 

information 

 predominantly paraphrasing 
 

integrating relevant quotations 
 

 outlining the topic 

 briefly referring to the scholarly 
significance of the topic 

 describing  current context 
- reliance on secondary sources 

 defining key terminology 

 locating and collating mostly 
relevant information 

 partially paraphrasing 

 including relevant quotations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 stating the topic 

 alluding to the scholarly 
significance of the topic 

- reliance on secondary 
sources, including over-
emphasis on one or two 
key sources  

 defining some terminology  

 including content broadly 
related to the topic 

 quoting rather than 

paraphrasing 

 
 
 

 

 

2. Analyse and 
evaluate scholarly 
learning and 
teaching literature 

 
 
 
Weighting 50%  

 

 skilfully and convincingly synthesised 
the literature by: 

 effectively synthesised the literature 
by: 

 synthesised the literature by: 
 

 synthesised the literature by: 
 

 

systematically and logically structuring 
and sequencing your review (e.g. 
moving from general to specific/global 
to local) 

 constructing clear transitions that 
connect ideas and link paragraphs 

 integrating information from a wide 
range of scholarly/research-based 
sources 

 systematically and logically 
structuring and sequencing your 
review (e.g. moving from general 
to specific/global to local) 

 constructing clear transitions that 
connect ideas and link 
paragraphs 

 integrating information from a wide 
range of scholarly/research-based 
sources 

 arranging the content into a 
logical structure 

 connecting ideas and linking 

paragraphs 

 integrating information from a 
range of scholarly/research-

based sources 

 arranging the content into a 
discernible structure 

 loosely connecting ideas and 
linking paragraphs 

-  including information from a 
limited range of 
scholarly/research-based 
sources 

 



 

 

2 

 

 
 thoroughly and insightfully analysed 

and evaluated the literature by: 
 thoroughly analysed and evaluated 

the literature by: 
 analysed and evaluated the 

literature by: 
 partially analysed and evaluated 

the literature by: 

 determining emerging 
themes/concepts/patterns/arguments 
and clearly explaining the relationship 
between these 
themes/concepts/patterns 

 examining any counter-arguments 

 critiquing methodology  
o identifying dominant methodological 

approaches and assessing the 

impact these have had on field/topic  
o assessing any strengths and 

limitations of the existing research 
(including underlying 
assumptions/biases or validity of 
claims made) 

 distinguishing gaps (i.e. determining 
what has been done compared with 
what needs to be done – including 
methodologically) 

 justifying suggestions for  future 
research (i.e. why these gaps need to 
be investigated) 

 deriving plausible conclusions based 
on evidence. 

  Clearly and convincingly identifying a 

relevant research ‘gap’, and 
highlighting what your intended 
research will add/contribute to the 
existing area/topic) 

 

 determining emerging 

themes/concepts/patterns/ 
arguments 

 

 explaining any counter-arguments 

 
 

 comparing and contrasting 

methodological approaches in the 
literature 
 

 describing strengths and limitations 

of methodologies used in existing 
literature 

 
 distinguishing gaps(i.e. determining 

what has been done compared with 
what needs to be done ) 

 
 deriving conclusions based on 

evidence. 
 

 Clearly identifying  a relevant 
research ‘gap’, and highlighting 
what your intended research will 
add/contribute to the existing 
area/topic) 
 

 

 selecting existing themes from 

the literature 
 

 

 identifying any counter-

arguments 
 

 describing methodological 

approaches used in the 
literature 
 

 describing strengths and 

limitations of methodologies 
used in existing literature 

 

 briefly mentioning gaps in the 

literature  
 

 making statements based on 
evidence 

 

 Identifying a relevant research 
‘gap’, and articulating what your 
intended research will 
add/contribute to the existing 
area/topic) 

 

 

 grouping similar ideas 

 

 describing the literature 
 
 

 identifying the methodological 
approaches used in the 
literature  
 

 briefly mentioning the strengths 
and limitations of 
methodologies used in 
existing literature 
 
 
 

 alluding to gaps in the literature  

 
 making statements based on 

limited evidence 

 

 Implying a relevant research 
‘gap’, and what your intended 

research will add/contribute to 
the existing area/topic) 

 

 
3. Communicate in 

academic writing: 

 expression and 
English 
conventions  

 APA referencing 
of literature 
sources  

Weighting 10%  

 

 consistently communicated in fluent 
academic writing by: 
 

 predominantly communicated in 
fluent academic writing  by: 
 

 predominantly communicated in 
fluent academic writing  by: 
 

 communicated in academic 
writing by: 
 

 

 
 using coherent, concise and cohesive 

expression and adhering to English 
conventions 

 accurately referencing all sources 
using the APA convention 

 including no evidence of plagiarism 

 
 using coherent, concise and 

cohesive expression by adhering to 
English conventions 

 accurately referencing all sources 
using the APA convention 

 including no evidence of plagiarism 

 
 using coherent, concise and 

cohesive expression by 
adhering to English conventions 

 accurately referencing most 
sources using the APA 
convention 

 including no evidence of 
plagiarism 

– using coherent and partly  
cohesive expression by 
adhering to English 
conventions 

– accurately referencing most 
sources using the APA 
convention 

 including no evidence of 
plagiarism 
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Comments          
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 

 

 


